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Cover photo: BC students enjoy the new Crimson Cafe in the
Wright-Heritage link. (Photo by Jason Jones)
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Left to right: The Hon. G. Steven Agee, '74; BC President George Cornelius; Robert Jeffrey Postans, '79
Photo by Tommy Thompson

Agee and Postans
Honored at 2010
Presidenrs Dinner

The Hon. G. Steven Agee, '74, ofSalem, Va., and RobertJeffrey"Jeff" Postans, '79, ofFarmville, Va.,
were honored for their professional and humanitarian achievements at the annual President's Dinner on
Nov.4.
Agee, who is a judge on the U.S. Court ofAppeals for the Fourth Circuit, was presented the college's
Distinguished Alumni Award. Postans received the West-Whitelow Award for Humanitarian Service for
his extensive volunteer work.
Agee is a native ofRoanoke, Va., who, afi:er graduating from Bridgewater with a degree in philosophy
and religion, earned a juris doctor degree from the University ofVirginia in 1977. He was selected into
the New York University Law School as a Wallace Scholar in Taxation, earning a master oflaw degree in
taxation.
Agee practiced law from 1977-79 with the law firm ofMartin, Hopkins & Lemon; from 1979-80
with Rocovich & Dechow; and from 1980-2000 as a partner with Osterhoudt, Ferguson, Natt, Aheron
& Agee, all in Roanoke, Va. In 1981 , he was elected to the Virginia House ofDelegates and served in the
House until 1994. Agee served in the U.S. Army Reserve from 1985 to 1997 where he attained the rank of
major as a member ofthe Judge Advocate General Corps.
In March 2000, Agee was elected by the General Assembly ofVirginia as a judge ofthe Court ofAp
peals ofVirginia and served there from 2001 until his election by the General Assembly as a justice ofthe
Supreme Court ofVirginia in January 2003.
In June 2007, Virginia Senators John Warner (R-VA) and Jim Webb (D-VA) forwarded a recommen
dation letter to President George W. Bush chat included the names offive prominent members ofthe Vir
ginia bar - among chem Agee - to fill an open seat on the U.S. Court ofAppeals for the Fourth Circuit.
Upon being nominated in February 2008 by President Bush, Agee's nomination was confirmed in the U.S.
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President George Cornelius
presents Judge Agee with the
Distinguished Alumni Award.
Photo by Tommy Thompson

Senate by a vote of 96-0 and he was sworn into office on July 2, 2008.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit is headquartered in Richmond, Va., and has appel
late federal jurisdiction for V irginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and West V irginia.
Since 1985 Agee has been a member of the Bridgewater College board of trustees and in 1986 was
awarded the BC Young Alumnus Award. Agee and his wife, Nancy, live in Salem, Va. They have a son,
Zachary S. Agee, a 2009 graduate of Bridgewater College, who is a legislative assistant to Congressman
Bob Goodlatte in Washington, D.C.
The Distinguished Alumni Award was established to annually recognize one alumnus/a of Bridgewa
ter College for his or her vocational and/or professional achievements. Attention is also given to recogni
tion the individual has received in his or her given profession.
Postans, a native of Richmond and 1979 business administration major at Bridgewater, has been active
in the Boy Scouts of America as both a scout and a scoutmaster. Postans has, for many years, been active
with the Farmville United Methodist Church, serving as a member of rhe adult choir and as co-youth
director.
He also has led various mission opportunities both locally and nationally.In 1994, he was part of
a mission ream that helped rebuild homes in Otruma, Iowa, alter flooding; in 1995, Postans did similar work near Lake Blackshear in Georgia; in 1996 he worked with the Appalachian Service Project in
Jonesville, Va.; and, in 1999, he and his mission helped rebuild homes in Franklin, Va., following Hur
ricane Floyd. Between 2001 and 2010, Posrans's mission work has taken him to Panther, W.Va., and
Elizabeth City, N.C., to work on upgrading homes, Huntington, W.Va., to help work at a family shelter, to
Pascagoula, Miss., in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, and to Gulfport and Waveland, Miss., where he led
mission teams for Katrina-related rebuilding projects.
Postans, who was trained as a United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) team leader, led a
2008 spring break mission trip with the Wesley Foundation to Charleston, S.C., to work with John's Island
Habitat for Humanity, and in 2009 and 2010 to Ridgeville, S.C., to work on home repairs for the Edisto
Indians.
Locally, Posrans's mission work has included helping the Farmville Area Community Emergency
Services (FACES) distribute food to needy families and working with Habitat for Humanity on several
homes in the Farmville area. He also has been a driver for Meals on W heels and chis past summer assisted
a mission team from rhe Farmville United Methodist Church to effect roofing upgrades on a member's

'Jeff" Postans accepting the West
Whitelow Award for Humanitarian
Service.
Photo by Tommy Thompson

home.
Posrans, who is a senior auditor in the Danville district of the V irginia Department of Taxation, lives
in Farmville, Va., with his wife, Nancy, and has two sons, two step-children and a step-grandson. - CC
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Phillip C. Stone Receives Distinguished leadership Award
Phillip C. Stone, president

Bridgewater College from 1994-2010. A 1965 graduate of BC, he at

emeritus of Bridgewater College,

tended the Chicago Graduate School of Economics and received aJ.D.

has received theJames T. Rogers

from the University of Virginia.

Distinguished Leadership Award

Upon receiving the award, Stone said, "It is truly an honor to be

from the Southern Association

recognized by this wonderful organization of professional educarors

of Colleges and Schools Com

who work so hard to promote best practices in higher education. Peer

mission on Colleges (SAC

review is hard work, but it really matters. Our students and society are

SCOC) at its annual conference

the beneficiaries. Having known and worked withJim Rogers, I am

held in Louisville, Ky.

particularly pleased to receive an award named for him."

In introducing the award, John Hilpert, chair of the SACSCOC

TheJames T. Rogers Distinguished Leadership Award recognizes

board of trustees, thanked Stone for more than 1 S years of service to

visionary leadership and outstanding involvement in and support of

the Commission.

the activities of the Commission on Colleges. Named for Dr. James

"In addition to service to the Commission and to institutions of

T. Rogers who served as president of the commission for 20 years, the

higher education, Dr. Stone served as the elected chair of the Commis

award is the highest public recognition given by the Commission and

sion's Board of Trustees, chaired evaluation committees, and steered

is reserved for those exhibiting extraordinarily distinctive and effective

the Commission into becoming separately incorporated in order to

leadership.

give it complete legal autonomy, preserve its brand name and assets,

Nominations for the award were solicited from those active in the

and ensure that its identity and historical role as a leader of higher

accreditation activities of the Commission on Colleges, representing

education and self regulation in the south is preserved;' said Hilpert.

the more than 800 colleges and universities that are member institu

After 24 years in private law practice, Stone served as president of

tions of the Commission. -CC

BC Students Place in National "Battle of the BrainsJJ Contest
Imagine completing a semester's worth of computer programming
in one afternoon - all the while competing against hundreds of the
country's best collegiate programmers.
That's what three computer programming students from Bridge
water College did on Nov. 6 in the Mid-Atlantic region of the 35th
annual IBM-sponsored ACM International Collegiate Programming

Huddled around a single computer, competitors race against the clock
in a battle of logic and strategy.
Teammates collaborated to rank the difficulty of the problems,
deduce the requirements, design test beds and build software systems
that solve the problems all under the intense scrutiny of expert judges.
"This year's competition was a high-water mark for Bridgewater's

Contest - the most prestigious computer programming competition

programming teams, with this best finish in at least a decade;' said

of its kind. One of those teams solved three programming problems

team coach Ray Schneider, associate professor of computer science at

in a time which placed 11th in the region, ahead of 146 other teams,

BC.

including five teams from Virginia Tech and three from Radford Uni
versity, which hosted the competition.
The winning BC team members - sophomores Adam Nelson of
Harrisonburg, Va., and Tyler Phillippe and Brian Griffin of Freder
icksburg, Va. - were invited by IBM to apply for internships.
Popularly known as the "Battle of the Brains;' the competition
challenged teams made up of three university students each to use
their programming skills and rely on their mental endurance to solve
complex, real-world problems under a grueling, five-hour deadline.
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The BC teams were also coached by Abir Qasem, assistant profes
sor of computer science.
The competition traces its roots to one originally held at Texas
A&M in 1970. Now sponsored by IBM, participation in the contest
has grown to involve 22,000 of the finest students and faculty in com
puting disciplines from more than 1,900 universities in 82 countries.
-CC
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Reggie Webb

Philip E. Scrimenti

Bridgewater College has recently welcomed a number ofnew
employees in key positions.
President George Cornelius has named Reggie Webb as che
College's new vice president for enrollment management. Webb
began his new post Jan. 24.
Webb, with 20 years experience in higher education, will

Ellen Burkholder Miller, '79

Robert P Armbruster, '75

ated with admissions and financial aid, including the National
Association for College Admission Counseling and che Council
for Advancement and Support ofEducation.
Webb is married to Kathleen Moss Webb, '78.
Pennsylvania native Philip E. Scrimenti will serve as direc
tor ofmajor gifts, assisting the college's office ofinstitutional

oversee all aspects ofadmissions and financial aid in chis new po

advancement with che development ofalumni and business

sition and also will serve on the President's Council, the college's

relationships, and fundraising with emphasis on major gifi:s.

senior leadership body.
"Enrollment management is central co achieving our strategic

Scrimenti, ofErie, Pa., was formerly development director for
the Northwest Pennsylvania regional office ofthe state depart

goals:' said Cornelius, "and Reggie Webb has a combination of

ment ofcommunity and economic development. fa chat position

experiences, values and successes that strongly indicates he is the

he was responsible for the community and economic develop

right person to lead chis effort." Those institutional goals, accord

ment activities of14 counties.

ing co Cornelius, include further diversification and globaliza
tion ofthe college, as well as elevating che academic profile of

Ellen Burkholder Miller, '79, formerly director ofleader
ship giving, has been appointed as director ofdevelopment and

the student body and achieving even better student outcomes.

alumni relations. She leads a newly-combined department tl1ac

"We are very pleased to have someone ofReggie's caliber join us:'

includes annual and leadership giving as well as alunmi relations.

added Cornelius.
Mose recently, Webb has served as che director ofsignature

Miller grew up in che Chambersburg, Pa., area. She began
her career at BC in the admissions office where she worked for

projects for the Darden School Foundation at the University of

seven years. She spent mree years in James Madison University's

Virginia. Prior co that, he was the associate director ofadmissions

admissions office, where she also earned a master's degree. She

for the Darden Graduate School ofBusiness at the University

was director ofadmissions for 11 years at Eastern Mennonite

ofVirginia. Prior to joining UVA, Webb served his alma mater,

University and later became director ofresidence life, and most

Virginia Military foscitute, as the associate director ofadmissions

recencly, she worked in the development office at EMU. Miller

and financial aid.

returned to BC in August 2010.

"Enthusiasm for an institution is an essential cornerstone for
success," said Webb, "and I am very excited co join the Bridgewa
ter College community. Bridgewater College is clearly student

Miller is married to Lawrence Miller, '74.

Robert P. Armbruster, '75, joined the advancement office
as a major gifi: officer in August. Armbruster spent 35 years in

centric and I look forward to working with che dedicated staff co

the transportation industry working in ocean shipping, benefits

continue to attract the best students who will not only benefit

administration and trucking with postings in New York City,

from, but contribute co chis tradition ofexcellence."

Balcimore, Oslo-Norway, Houston and most recencly, Virginia

Webb holds a B.A. in English from the Virginia Military
Institute and a M.A. from the University ofKentucky. He is a
member ofnumerous collegiate professional organizations associ-

Beach, where he was for che past 22 years.
Armbruster is married to Beverly Thompson Armbruster,
'75. -CC
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Senior wide receiver Tyler Beiler became the first
ever winner of the W illie Lanier Award on Dec. 7, edg
ing out Hampden-Sydney's Trevor Ikwild and Emory
& Henry's Caleb Jennings for the state's top college
division honor. The award is given by the Touchdown
Club of Richmond in coordination with the Richmond
Times-Dispatch.

Beiler Claims
Lanier Award

Beiler joined Virginia
Tech's Tyrod Taylor as the
state's best players afi:er Taylor
claimed the Bill Dudley Award
as Virginia's Top Division IA/

IAA College Player.
The award for Beiler adds to a growing list of
awards for the standout receiver. Earlier in the postPhoto byTommyThompson
season, the senior standout earned Old Dominion
Athletic Conference Offensive Player of the Year honors, to go along with a first team All-ODAC selection.
Prior to being named the state's top college division player, Beiler was named the Offensive End of the Year, an award comprising the state's best
wide receivers, tight ends and offensive linemen.
Beiler turned in an outstanding senior season, breaking nearly every receiving record in Bridgewater history. The Ronks, Pa., native was named
the J. Stokeley Fulton ODAC Offensive Player of the Year for his stellar season, marking the first time since 2001 that the Eagles had an offensive
player of the year.
On the season, Beiler hauled in 61 passes for 1,342 yards and 16 touchdowns, leading the conference in touchdown catches, receiving yards and
receiving yards per game. Beiler ended the 2010 regular season in second place nationally in total receiving yards and receiving yards per game. He
added to his list of accomplishments a No. 1 national statistical ranking in all-purpose yards per game.
Beiler and the Eagles finished the 2010 season with an 8-2 record. - TL

Photos by Stephen Hockman and Charles Culbertson

Bridgewater College is adding three new houses to the Stone

dence halls will add rooms for 24 students and include a complete

Village residences by fall 2011. Phase II of Stone Village will add
housing for 40 more students to enjoy the comforts of these partial

interior renovation of Wright Hall. These residences will also be
ready for fall 2011. Photos of construction on the two student
housing projects will be posted on the college's Web site and Flickr

ly-furnished complexes. Once complete, Village residents will also
have an outside seating and cooking area for community gatherings.
The construction of the West Link of the Wright-Heritage resi-
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Va., share a read with

Photo by Don Burgess

Take a bunch of very tall young men who spend much of their time mixing it
up with other tall young men on intercollegiate basketball courts, and put them in
classrooms with kindergartners and fourth graders. What you have - other than a
remarkable disparity in height - is the Read With An Eagle program.
1he program, which was the brainchild of head men's basketball coach Don

Burgess, puts his basketball players together with young, impressionable children
for sessions of reading, camaraderie and role modeling.
"1his is a perfect way to do several things;• said Burgess. "It's a way to give some
thing back to the community - to help children set and reach goals, and to help
them realize that reading and learning are fun."
Beyond that, said Burgess, the program is a great way to affect children using
strong role models.
"I know how impressionable kids are, and you don't have to be a professional
athlete to make an impression on them;' Burgess said. "A college basketball player
is just as big in their eyes as a pro, and when that basketball player takes the time to
sit down and read with them - and listen to them read - well, the benefits can go
far beyond just that 30- or 40-minute session."
Burgess, who said his players look forward to reading with the children and
have developed friendships with them, began the program at John Wayland El
ementary School at the beginning of the 2010-11 school year and hopes to expand
it, in time, to include other area elementary schools. - CC

BRIDGEWATER
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Bridgewater Students Perform Community Service
Some 591 freshman and transfer students fanned out into the Rockingham
and Augusta County areas Oct. 21 to perform a day of service-learning for area
non-profit and charitable agencies.
The "Into the Streets" program is part of the college's service-learning re
quirement, and marks the sixth year that Bridgewater College has encouraged
new students to perform community service-learning as part of their education
al process. Bill Miracle, dean of students, said "Into the Streets" springs from
Bridgewater's institutional mission and focuses on making students aware that
service to humanity is part of being a citizen. It is, he said, an important part of
the educational process.
"There's a difference between community service and service-learning;' said Miracle. "You can rake leaves
and perform community service, but service-learning requires the kind of personal contribution that fosters
reflection on what you've done, how it has changed you and what it means to the community."
Agencies the Bridgewater College students assisted included local elementary schools, First Tee of Har
risonburg, the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, Friendship Industries and many others. - CC
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Masterworks Chorus Debuts Garber's Three Dickinson Settings
The Masterworks Chorus of the Shenandoah Valley, a SO-member non-profit community chorus head
quartered in Woodstock, Va., is celebrating its 14th anniversary chis year under the direction of Dr. Betty

Karol Wilson, '75.
Thanks to a grant from the V irginia Commission of the Arts, the chorus commissioned Aaron Garber,
'95, BC's 2007 Young Alumnus Award recipient, to compose a new choral work. The result was a trilogy,

Three Dickinson Settings, based on three Emily Dickinson poems - "Hope is the Thing with Feathers;' "Ifl
Can Stop One Heart From Breaking " and "W ild Nights, W ild Nights!"
The world premiere of chis work will be held on April 2 at Muhlenberg Lutheran Church in Harrison
burg, Va., at 7:30 p.m., with a following concert in W inchester at Shenandoah University on April 3 at 3
p.m. in Armstrong Hall.

�or music lovers everywhere,
it is thrilling to hear the
visual black dots we call
notes transformed into aural
music - an art form both
ethereal and long-lasting.

"For music lovers everywhere, it is thrilling to hear the visual black dots we call notes transformed into

DR. BETTY KAROL WILSON, '75

aural music - an art form both ethereal and long-lasting;' said W ilson, winner of the 1996 American Choral
Directors Association Julius Hereford Award. "Experience the power of 110 voices, in person, as they sing
forth these glorious sounds and words."
For more information, please visit www.mascerworkschorus.com. - OAS

BC Strengthens Social Media Presence
As social media sites have exploded in popularity, Bridgewater
College has expanded its presence across channels, adding critical func
tions and new content on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.
Last summer, BC launched an official Facebook page and started a
Twitter feed to communicate current news and connect with students,
prospective students, alumni and friends of the college.
"Noc every student checks our Web site every day, but most - if

Numerous photo galleries have been added to Flickr, allowing any
one to easily see recent photographs from events such as Homecoming
and Family Weekend, view the new construction on campus and enjoy
what's happening at Bridgewater.
Social media oudets also allow BC students, alumni and ocher con
stituents to come together and share information on their Bridgewater
experiences, photos, organization/club events, etc. These sites provide

not all - check their Facebook accounts every daY:' said Stephen

yet another method of uniting the Bridgewater College community

Hockman, BC's Web manager. "We are able to share information

and keeping up-to-date with campus life and events, no matter where

quickly and have it appear in each person's news feed, without chem

you are. - OAS

needing to seek it out."
These sites also serve as a platform to communicate with prospec
tive students who can ask questions or comment and receive answers
and information in a timely manner.
YouTube engages the viewer with life at Bridgewater through
interviews with students, faculty and staff, and showcasing events
which took place on campus, such as the recent presidential inaugura
tion. From the admissions counselors greeting prospective students
to highlights from inauguration week and student profiles, the brief

Connect with BC:
Facebook - www.facebook.com/bridgewatercollege
Flickr - www.flickr.com/photos/bridgewatercollege/
Twitter - twitter.com/BridgewaterNews
YouTube - www.youtube.com/bridgewacercollege

videos can be linked on the main Web site, promoted via Facebook
and Twitter and easily shared with others.

BRIDGEWATER
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Student-Alumni Art Sale, Dec. 7,
2010. Angela Flage, '08, of Mount
Sidney, Va., displays work she
created while a student at BC.
Photo by Charles Culbertson

Katie Cummings, '12, being interviewed by BC's Web
manager, Stephen Hockman, for a video posted to the
Web about her BC travel experiences.
Photo by Charles Culbemon
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Career Exploration Day, in which
businesses set up displays in
Nininger Hall to highlight their
companies on Oct. 21, gave BC
students an opportunity to bet
ter understand career opportu
nities available to them.
Photo by Charles Culbertson

Students, faculty and staff came out
on Oct. 21 to celebrate the grand
opening of the new cafe in the
recently-constructed Wright-Heritage
Link and enjoy coffee, smoothie and
pastry samples. Named the Crimson
Cafe by BC students in a recent vote,
the cafe features a menu of gourmet
sandwiches, quesadillas and breakfast
pastries, in addition to espresso
beverages, assorted coffees and
smoothies.
Photos by Olivia A. Shifflett

The Bridgewater College Men's Basketball
team held a canned food drive during the
annual Don Glick Classic on Dec. 11-12,
and donated more than 800 cans of food
to the lnterchurch Food Pantry, which pro
vides food for those in need in Bridgewa
ter, Dayton and Rockingham County.
Photo by Don Burgess

11 WINTER 2011
l

BRIDGEWATER

11

BC Alumni Association

• The BC Alumni Association (BCAA) was created over 100 years
ago to promote the interest and welfare of Bridgewater
Collage through its alumni base.
• Currently the BCAA has over 15,000 living alumni.
• The BCAA recently developed a strategic
plan enabling the BCAA to serve, inform,
connect and engage the alumni of
Bridgewater College in an effort to
cultivate a strong and vibrant com
munity through active, lifelong
relationships. The plan entails four
"pillars"for accomplishing its goals:
Communications and Outreach,
Local Geographic Regions,
Recruitment and Development,
and Board of Directors Governance.

12
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• In BC's recruitment and development efforts,
all alumni can help by identifying and recruit
ing prospective students. It is as simple as
letting friends and co-workers know you are
a BC graduate and the value and distinction
of being a BC alumni.

Alumni Association in Action!

• Fifty-two alumni assisted with Eagles-We
Haul. With the assistance of the Alumni Asso
ciation, incoming freshmen and their parents
were quickly welcomed into the
BC family! Student belongings
were unloaded in a matter of
minutes much to the relief of the
parents I
• Alumni enjoyed an absolutely gor
geous day for Homecoming with
reunions for the classes of 2005,
200Q 1995, 199Q 1985, 1980 and
1975. Members of the BC Alumni
Association Board staffed the Spirit
Tent on the mall handing out free
porn-porns, beads and temporary
tattoos to students, alumni, family
and friends.
• The BC tailgate party at Randolph
Macon College included 85+ alumni
and friends. The party provided a great
opportunity for Richmond area alumni to
reconnect and also have the opportunity
to meet President Cornelius. To add to the
festivities on a rather cold ahernoon, BC
brought home a 31-26 win.
• The BCTailgate Party at Catholic
University welcomed around 65
alumni. The Office of Alumni Rela
tions provided bus transportation
to Catholic for those interested.
As the last game of the season,
BC went out on top beating
Catholic 38 to 28.
• Many alumni returned to
campus for the annual fall

Career Exploration Day sharing information
about their respective professions and of
fering suggestions to BC students on future
career opportunities.
• The Honorable G. Steven Agee ('74) of
Salem, Va., received the 2010 BCAA Distin
guished Alumni Award for his professional
achievements serving as a judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit , and
Jeffrey"Jeff" Postans ('79) of Farmville,
Va., received the 2010 BCAA West-Whitlow
Award for his work as a volunteer in his
community. The awards were presented
at the President's Dinner on Nov. 5.

Simple Ways to Become Involved

• Volunteer to serve on the newly cre
ated geographic region committees
as established within the strategic
plan. Informal committees are
currently forming. If interested in
learning more, call the Office of Alumni Rela
tions at 800-476-4289, ext 5451.
• Make an annual gih to the Bridge
water Fund in any amount
• Attend BCAA events in your area
• Attend a Bridgewater College sport
ing event or performance in your
area.

Upcoming rvents

Alumni Weekend (April 15-17)
Homecoming (Oct 14-16)
ALL alumni are invited to these 2 events - not
just those in reunion

Stay Connected

www.BridgewaterAlumni.com
http://www.bridgewater.edu/Alumni Facebook

B R I D G E WA TE R
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"You can't hide behind the walls of your
compound or embassy. You have to get
out and engage."
- DOUG ALLISON, '85

W

hen 600 pounds of explosives detonated just 50
yards from Doug Allison's office in the U.S. em
bassy, he could feel the building vibrate down to its
foundation.
Allison - who had been in Kabul, Afghanistan for
several weeks as the senior regional security officer for the
U.S. Department of State - raced outside to find a scene
of carnage and destruction. A suicide car-bomb had been
detonated at the main gate of NATO headquarters, causing
what Allison said was "a tremendous loss of life and damage
in the street."
According to published news reports, the August 2009
Taliban attack was intended for the U.S. embassy.
The driver, who had talked his way through several
checkpoints, was unable to approach the embassy,
and set off his deadly cargo at NATO headquarters,
instead. At least seven people were killed and more
than 90 were injured.
It was the biggest attack in the Afghan capital
in six months.
"My staff at the time responded quickly and
professionally;' said Allison, a 198 5 graduate
of Bridgewater College whose security and law
enforcement career with the state department has
taken him to hot spots all over the world. "We
were able to lock the embassy down, account for all
employees quickly, and help the NATO command
respond. We helped get people out and about so
that they could do what they needed to do."
From July 2009 until June 2010, Allison oversaw some
1,000 people in Afghanistan whose job it was to supply
protection for ambassadors, manage security for admission
Photos opposite page (clockwise): Doug Allison poses in front of a poster of
Afghan president Hamid Karzai; Allison in front of the Blue Mosque in Maser-el
Sharif,· an ancient citadel in Herat; and Allison, foreground, briefs his director, Jeff
Culver, on a project next to the U.S. embassy compound.
Photos courtesy of Doug Allison, '85
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Allison (Front row, 5th from
left) and some members of
his staff at the US embassy
in Kabul.
Photo courtesy of Doug Allison

to the embassy, protect national security information and
provide a secure environment so that the U.S. could conduct
foreign policy.
It was a big job, and a dangerous one, but Allison - who
has been a special agent with the state department since 1987
- was well prepared for it. In addition to his rigorous state
department training, Allison's very presence in some of the
world's most troubled areas at historic times was, in and of
itself, schooling of the most focused variety.
Allison himself admits it is interesting that he has made a
career out of a job that requires such focus. Describing himself
as having been a little unfocused as a teenager, Allison - a
native of Warrenton, Va. - drifted into Bridgewater College at
the behest of a friend who was attending.
"My friend said, 'why don't you throw your name in the
hat at Bridgewater, and if you get accepted, we'll be room
mates;' Allison said. "Sounded like a good idea to me, so I did.
As you can see, I really didn't have a lot of direction."
BC accepted him and Allison, who thought he might
like to pursue a career in medicine, began to take the requisite
pre-med classes. Until, that is, he struggled through some
chemistry courses and realized there wasn't going to be a finish
line for him.
"I had forgotten how much I really dislike chemistry;' he
said. "So, knowing I wasn't going to make it, I decided to go in
another direction - economics."
His grandfather had been an economist and, like grand
father, like grandson. Allison found economics and a business
track at BC the perfect fit, and he graduated in 1985 with de
grees in economics and business administration. But again his
personal compass needle wavered; after two years' retail work
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in Harrisonburg and Northern V irginia, Allison was looking
for a career change.
"I had four requirements;' he said. "First, I wanted to
travel. Secondly, I wanted to contribute to some goal larger
than myself or my own self interests. Thirdly, I wanted to get
a sense of satisfaction out of whatever I did, and lastly, I didn't
want every day to be the same. I wanted something new and
exciting, with daily challenges."
He got all this when he answered a U.S. Department of
State job ad in the Washington Post. He applied, went through
the application process, and in May 1987 began his career as a
special agent. After intensive federal law enforcement training
in Brunswick, Ga., and Washington D.C. - training that is
considered the best the U.S. government offers - Allison went
to work enforcing laws surrounding passport and visa fraud in
the U.S.
During his career, in which he also provided protection to
visiting dignitaries such as Prince Charles and Nelson Mande
la, Allison worked as a special agent in more than 50 countries.
He was in Europe when the Berlin Wall fell; when the Soviet
Union disintegrated, he traveled to all the newly independent
"stans;" he was in the Middle East for the buildup to and start
of the Gulf War.
Once, traveling with Secretary of State James Baker, Al
lison went to Yekaterinburg, Russia, where a Russian official
took them to a morgue to view the remains of some old bones
they had recovered.
"They were the remains of the Tsar's family, from 1917 ;•
said Allison. "Later, the discovery was covered by National
Geographic, but it was fascinating to be there in the beginning
and to see it taking place right in front of me."

In 2009, after spending nearly five
years in the United States, Allison vol
unteered to serve at the U.S. embassy in
Afghanistan.
"You can stay domestic for only five
years;' he explained. "I was almost at the
end of my time, and I had just been pro
moted to senior foreign service, so I said I
wanted to go. Away I went."
Allison, who arrived in Afghanistan in July 2009, said
his first impressions of the country were not good. It was hot,
windswept, dusty and "very Middle Eastern, Central Asian
barren." He saw lots of trash and pollution. However, the
longer he was there and the more he traveled, Allison saw
parts of the country that, while mountainous and rugged,
were stunningly beautiful. "Flying over it, you don't see any
vegetation:' he noted. "But on closer examination, you see a
little stream coming out of a snowpack; other streams join
in; a little vegetation follows the water, then you see villages.
That's where you find the majority of people in Afghanistan where the water is."
Allison said that while those people are "genuinely very
nice;' theirs is an ancient culture with many historical themes
coursing through it. Here you can see the blond-haired, blue
eyed descendants of Alexander the great, and Mongols who
descended from Genghis Khan. In between, there are many
ethnicities, beliefs and customs that sometimes, because of
their differences, can make Afghanistan a dangerous place.
"This is an environment in which Americans and oth
ers are trying to make a difference, and are constantly under
threat;' Allison said. "But you can't hide behind the walls of
your compound or embassy. You have to get out and engage."
Which is what he and his team did for a year. In addition
to providing security for the embassy and its visiting officials
and dignitaries, they trained the Afghan forces responsible for
protecting President Hamid Karzai. During the course of his
year in Afghanistan, Allison also mingled with everyday folks,
having many dinners in Afghan homes.
Today, Allison is the director of protection for the bureau

of diplomatic security in the state department. He is in charge
of three divisions: foreign dignitary protection, secretary of
state protection, and police liaison. He and his people manage
the security operations with foreign consulates in the U.S. and
works to ensure that foreign embassies are secure. He is, he
points out, a senior foreign service officer and, as such, has a
life span within the state department. Allison said his retire
ment is between three and six years away.
After that, he said, he could settle in his Vienna, Va.,
home with his wife, Clara, and their son, Jasper, while he pur
sues a career in academia. Or perhaps not. Like a true special
agent, he's playing his cards close to his vest, and keeping his
options open.

Charles Culbertson is director of media relations at Bridgewater College
and editor of Bridgewater magazine.
Rug shopping in Kabul.
Photo courtesy of Doug Allison

Allison would like BC students who might be interested in a career as
a special agent with the U.S. Department of State to visit the Web site:
www.state.gov/m/ds/career/c8853.htm
Or, students needing guidance may e-mail Allison:
allisonda2@state.gov
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At left: Maisaa Rantisi, '/ 2; Right: Asif Said, '74
Photo at leh by Olivia A. Shifflett
Photo at right by Charles Culbertson

Hope for a Brighter �uture
By Olivia A. Shifflett

"I'll be remembered
for what I do far more
than someone who
blows himself up. My
education is a powerful
weapon for the future."
- ASIL SAID, '14

s the residents ofthe disputed ter
ritory ofthe West Bank continue
to deal with the repercussions of
the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, several Palestinian students have come to Bridgewater College
through the college's partnership with
the Hope Fund, a non-profit organiza
tion which helps young Palestinians
obtain a college education in the United
States.
Maisaa Rantisi and Asil Said, two
young women who hope to use their
education to build a brighter future, are
both from Ramallah in the West Bank,
a city which itself is rapidly becoming a
place of hope for many Palestinians. (See
sidebar.)

Maisaa Rantisi, '12
Rantisi, a junior communication
studies and French double major, is
enthusiastic about her future, and her
education at Bridgewater.
"I love it here;' she said. "Every
one is very friendly and welcoming.

18

W I N TE R 2 0 1 1

The teacher-student relationship is less
formal and the professors are so open to
discussing problems and answering ques
tions. You can get in touch whenever
you need them."
Rantisi's focus is on public relations,
and her goal is to get a master's degree
in the communications field. Before at
tending BC, she wanted to study speech
disorders, but taking classes in Bridgewa
ter's communications program changed
her plan.
A native ofRamallah, Rantisi at
tended a Catholic school, St. Joseph's,
and also spent a year in Oregon as an
exchange student during high school.
This time, she has appreciated the op
portunity to see a different part ofthe
country and go into the countryside or
ski in the mountains.
Despite the restrictions on travel
into Israel, Rantisi, who has a Christian
background, and her family have been
able to visit Jerusalem and Bethlehem on
holy days such as Christmas and Easter.
Christians, primarily Eastern Orthodox

Ramallah, West Bank
Ramallah, located in the central West
Bank six miles north of Jerusalem, is cur
rently the administrative headquarters of
the Palestinian territories, and the center
of political and economic activity. Cap
tured from Jordan by Israel during the
Six Day War in 1967, Ramallah has borne
its share of conflict over the years, but in
the last decade has seen an economic
boom and growth that have made it
the de facto capital of the West Bank.
The Palestinian Authority's governing

or Roman Catholic, are a small minor
ity in Palestine.
Rantisi has always looked up to her
mother, a public relations director in
Ramallah, and her father, a high-school
teacher of geography and history. Al
though she comes from a culture which
emphasizes respect for elders, she said
she has always received a lot of support
and had freedom in her choices.
She sees her role as broadening the
perspective of those she meets and en
joys introducing people to her culture.
"People are very interested in where I'm
from and ask about it, especially when I
explain I live near Jerusalem and Beth
lehem. It helps them picture it and want
to know more."

Asil Said, '14
A freshman biology major, Said
plans to minor in French, and says that
she loves Bridgewater so far.
"I love being at a small college;' she
noted. 'Tm known by my name and I
know my classmates."

officials and main offices are all based in
Ramallah.
Now one of the more prosperous cit
ies in the Palestinian territories, Ramallah
is home to luxury apartment buildings,
hotels and a thriving nightlife, and its
culture is generally seen as open and
tolerant, especially compared to other
areas within the territories. This progres
sive, relatively peaceful city is a symbol
of hope and home to many of Palestine's
artists, musicians and journalists.

Born in Jordan, Said grew up and
attended private school in Ramallah.
Her father, a newspaper journalist,
and her mother, an elementary school
teacher, nurtured her interest in educa
tion and encouraged her as she spent
her junior year of high school in San
Antonio, Texas.
Her favorite aspect of study in the
U.S. has been the approach to learning,
which she has found to be particularly
true at Bridgewater. She appreciates that
it's far more than memorizing textbook
concepts, but also includes activities,
extra-curricular programs and athletics.
At Bridgewater, she actively participates
in the Multicultural Leadership Pro
gram and the International Club.
After she has completed her educa
tion, her goal is to return as a veterinar
ian or medical technician. "I want to go
home and give back to my homeland."
Said is passionate about being an
ambassador for peace and education.
'TU be remembered for what I
do far more than someone who blows

himself up. My education is a powerful
weapon for the future."
Said, who has a Muslim back
ground, said she loves learning about all
the different major religions. In school
she grew up observing the various holy
days and appreciates her friends from
different ethnic and faith traditions.
She believes she will see a final solu
tion for her homeland in her lifetime.
"If we realize that we can't elimi
nate each other and see how similar we
all are, and what we have in common,
we can live together in peace."

Olivia A. Shifflett works in the office of college
relations at Bridgewater College.
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"Interacting with various people
solidified or changed my own
viewpoints and how I react to
situations."

Studying Abroad) Broadening Horizons

I

n addition to hosting students
from other countries who
are seeking to expand their
personal and educational
horizons (see story on page 18),
HUNTER MILLER, '12
Bridgewater College provides a
semester of undergraduate study
for students who want to experi
ence life and learning in a foreign
country.
The Study Abroad program
through BCA - a cooperative
program sponsored by BC and
five other colleges affiliated with
the Church of the Brethren currently provides for study in
Germany, France, Spain, Ecuador,
England, China, Japan, Mexico,
Greece, The Gambia, Belgium,
Northern Ireland, New Zealand,
India and Australia. A resident
director is maintained at each lo
DR. CAROL A. SCH EPPARD, VICE PRESIDENT
cation to coordinate the program
AND DEAN FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
with the host university officials
Top photo by Charles Culbertson. Below byToviah
and to assist students as needs
Morris Floyd.
arise.
The BCA program provides an opportunity for first-hand
knowledge of a foreign culture and an opportunity to become
an active participant in the challenging task of creating a cli
mate of mutual respect and understanding among the nations
of the world.
Dr. Carol A. Scheppard, vice president and dean for aca
demic affairs at Bridgewater, added:

"The shift in perspective, the
challenge of being in a new place
with new people and new rules
... weave together to offer our
students the invaluable opportunity
to stretch and grow and encounter
life in radically new ways."

"The shift in perspective, the challenge of being in a new
place with new people and new rules, the opportunity to see
what is remarkable in yourself reflected back in the faces of
those who have had very different life experiences - all these
things weave together to offer our students the invaluable op
portunity to stretch and grow and encounter life in radically
new ways."
Hunter Miller, '12 , seized the opportunity to travel and
study abroad and spent the spring of2010 in Athens, Greece,
through BCA. The history major said she gained a broader
perspective of the world and a sense of how she fits into it.
"Interacting with various people solidified or changed my
own viewpoints and how I react to situations;' she said.
Taking advantage of the opportunity to study at City
University in Athens, Miller took classes in world literature,
Greek culture and contemporary life, photojournalism, Greek
language and Greek art history. While not taking classes spe
cifically for her history major, Miller said just being in Athens
was a history lesson in itself.
"What one imagines about history is not always the real
itY:' she said.
Bridgewater also offers trips during the January lnterterm
that allow students to take a three-credit class while travel
ing with a BC professor. While many of these learning-based
classes are within the United States, many are not. This year,
for example, international lnterterm trips that were offered
included one to Spain for an introductory study of the visual
arts of that country; a trip to England, France, Italy and Spain
to study cross-cultural issues in business; a course-study in
travel writing to New Zealand; a study of the historical and
cultural roots of Western culture with a trip to Greece and
Italy; and a trip to Mexico for language and culture immer
sion. - OAS, CC

BC students in South Africa, lnterterm, 2011.

Photo courtesy of Dr. Jamie Frueh
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ForJohn S. Flory Jr., the secret to a long life is enjoying independence.

A Century
Fresh Starts
By Karen Doss Bowman, '91

At age J 00, John S. Flory Jr., a retired
treasurer, accountant and controller, says
he has always liked "starting things."
More than 25 years ago, for example,
the 1932 Bridgewater College graduate
founded a successful real estate firm that
later became - and still is - an industry
leader in northern Illinois and south
eastern Wisconsin. Perhaps Flory inher
ited his visionary spirit from his father,
Dr. John S. Flory - the college's second
president and a pioneer in shaping the
institution's early history.

Photo by Charles Culbertson

"I did 't really know what I wanted to do when I
starte at Bridgewater, but I assumed I'd prepare to
teach school because it was the only thing I knew."
- JOHNS. FLORY JR., '32

From 1932 Ripples.

A

fter celebrating his centennial in September, Flory
reRected on the countless changes that have taken
place at his alma mater - the lush campus that was

his childhood playground.
When Flory enrolled at the college near the beginning of
the Great Depression in 1929, there were about 200 students
and 19 faculty members. Flory, who played on the tennis team
(which didn't have a coach), recalls that one faculty member
held the title of athletic director while serving as the sole
coach of the football, baseball and basketball teams. During
these years, Flory also recalls that two rival literary societies the Victorian and Virginia Lee societies - were an important
part of campus life, providing forums for readings, debates and
entertainment. Flory was a member of the Virginia Lee Soci
ety and served as president of the organization for two years.
"My dad would be proud of the college because he was in
terested in helping build a school to educate the young people
of the Brethren church;' says Flory. "I don't know whether he
could have visualized all the advantages the students have now,
but I think he would be proud that the school grew like it did."
Education was highly regarded in the Flory family. The
elder Flory, who was first in his family to pursue higher educa
tion, enrolled as a student at Bridgewater in 1888. By 1894,
he had become a member of the college faculty, serving a stint
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Flory as a Bridgewater College student, playing a game of checkers with his grandfather, Alfred Mikesell.

as vice president of the college. He became acting president
during the 1906-1907 academic year and served as president
from 1910 to 1919. He also served as head of the English
department.
Flory's mother, Vinnie Mikesell Flory, had been a school
teacher before marrying the elder Flory. She homeschooled the
couple's five children for several years. All of Flory's siblings
graduated from Bridgewater: Robert in 1932, Susanna in
1933, Janet in 1935 and Margaret (his only surviving sibling)
in 1937. Flory's mother was so dedicated to her own educa
tional goals that she enrolled at Bridgewater at the same time
as her children, earning her bachelor's degree in 1934.
"I didn't really know what I wanted to do when I started
at Bridgewater;' Flory recalls, "but I assumed I'd prepare to
teach school because it was the only thing I knew."
After enrolling in a teaching course, however, Flory real
ized that he wasn't interested in pursuing a teaching career.
With a head for numbers, Flory found himself drawn to the
accounting field. Dr. Paul Bowman, his father's successor as
president of the college, offered Flory a job as an accounting
laboratory assistant at the college.
"I decided that was the kind of work I wanted to do;' says
Flory, who held the job from 1933 to 1934.
In 1935, Flory was hired as an accountant with Loener

Flory and his second wife, Helen Crumpacker, on their
wedding day in 1963. At right is the Rev. Frank Carper,
who performed the ceremony at the Palmyra (Pa.)
Church of the Brethren.
Photos courtesy of John S. Flory, Jr.
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Granite and Marble Co. in Harrisonburg, Va., where he

Flory-who has a daughter, Lynn Flory Riner, '68, two

worked for the next two years. He then moved to Chicago,

step-children ( one deceased), two grandchildren, five step

where he worked as an accountant for the firms of Franklin

grandchildren, two great-grandchildren and nine step-great

MacVeigh & Co. and Illinois Zinc Co. He also took account

grandchildren-returned to Bridgewater after the August

ing courses at Northwestern University and in 1943, married

2005 death of his wife. Since then, he has reconnected with

Helen Hunt Humphreys. Flory moved up the ranks at the Il

the college, attending BC Eagle sports events whenever pos

linois Zinc Co., working as controller from 1943 to 1953, and

sible. He and his sister, Margaret Flory Wampler Rainbolt,

as secretary for the next five years.

also were instrumental in establishing the Flory Fellowship of

After his wife's death in 1958, Flory returned to his home
town to operate the Bridgewater Plow Corp.-a position he
held until 1963. During these years, he also served two terms

Scholars, an honors program at Bridgewater named in 2006 in
tribute to their father.
"I had a great deal of respect for my dad and wanted the

on the Bridgewater Town Council and married Helen Crump

program to be successful;' says Flory, who describes his father

acker Flora. The couple moved back to Illinois in 1963, where

as a scholar who loved teaching English literature.

Flory worked as controller for Don L. Dise Inc. in Aurora

In 2008, Bridgewater honored Flory and Rainbolt with

until 1981 and as controller for Primus Corp. until 1985 . That

Ripples Medals for their own many contributions to the col

year he founded the real estate firm that would later be sold

lege and the community.

to a Coldwell Banker franchise. The firm, Coldwell Banker
Primus, continues to be a leading real estate brokerage in the
Midwest.
Though Flory has always been a member of the Bridge

For Flory, the secret to a long life is enjoying indepen
dence. The centenarian, who resides in an apartment at
the Bridgewater Retirement Community, still drives his
car around town. He's also embraced technology, using his

water Church of the Brethren, he also was an active leader in

computer "only as much as I need to" for e-mail and Internet

other congregations during the years he lived in Illinois. He

access. Though he's seen a whirlwind of changes during his

was a deacon of the First Baptist Church of Oak Park, Ill., and

century of living, Flory takes it all in stride.

an elder of the First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, Ill. An ac

"The changes have been gradual for me;' he says, "and I've

tive Rotarian, Flory is past president, treasurer and Paul Harris

adapted as they came along."

Fellow of the Rotary Club of Bridgewater and helped create

Karen Doss Bowman, '91, is a freelance writer living in Bridgewater, Va.

and organize the Ashby Recreation Association.
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What you need to know about Charitable I RA Rollovers
Charitable IRA rollover opportunities are available for a limited

• You reside in a stare char does nor allow itemized charitable

amount of time under a bill signed into law on December 17, 2010.

deductions. Most states follow rhe federal income inclusion rules,

Anyone who is 70 ½ years of age by rhe rime they make their gifi: is

which means that donors in a state where the tax incentive for giving

eligible to make a tax-free charitable rollover from IRAs before this

was limited by the old rules could realize an additional benefit. You

special provision expires on Dec. 31, 2011.

should verify the impact of the charitable provisions of the new law

For many of our alumni and friends, this is a very sensible option.
Ir provides an exclusion from gross income for certain distributions of
up to $100,000 from an individual retirement account (traditional or
Roth), which would otherwise be taxed as income. To qualify, the gifi:

in your stare.

Make the gift of a lifetime today
Because you can exclude from your taxable income as much as

must be made to a tax-exempt organization like Bridgewater College.

$100,000 of your gifi: ofIRA assets for 2011, Bridgewater alumni and

Here are the requirements:

friends have an opportunity to make gifi:s now that have an enormous

• You must be 70 ½ years of age.
• Tax benefits apply to gifi:s up to $100,000 per year.

and lasting impact upon the College.
A gifi: through yourIRA can be designated for named scholarships,

• The amount must be in rhe form of an outright gifi:.

restricted or general purpose funds and endowments. If you are

• The gifi: must be made before Dec. 31, 2011.

approaching an important reunion year, this may be an ideal way

As an example,Jonathan P. Doe has a traditionalIRA and is over 70

to make a special gifi: in honor of that significant milestone event in

½ years of age. By taking advantage of this law, Jon can transfer IRA

your life.

funds to Bridgewater College as a charitable gifi: and avoid being taxed

Making your gift

on it. He could then fulfill his dream of endowing a scholarship fund
to benefit students in the discipline of his choice.

While other planned giving options are availablefor you, the charitable
rollover may be particularly appealing if:
• You have already maxed out your charitable deductions. A qualified
charitable distribution operates separately from the percentage
rules that limit rhe tax benefit of individual charitable giving.
For individuals inclined to give more, the charitableIRA rollover
option is ideal.
• You do nor itemize. Because qualified charitable distributions from
IRAs do nor require the donor to claim an income tax charitable
deduction, non-itemizers can rake the equivalent of a charitable
deduction via theIRA rollover and indicate char on the front page
ofIRS Form 1040 without itemizing.

In order for your gifi: to Bridgewater to be a qualified charitable
distribution ( QCD), rules stipulate that the funds be transferred from
the plan administrator of your IRA to Bridgewater. You are required
to contact rhe plan administrator to request the transfer.
Bridgewater encourages you to inform us direcrly of your imminent
gifi:. Ar that time you can designate how the funds will be used. As
always, you will receive an acknowledgement from Bridgewater
confirming the amount of the gifi: and the date it was received. You
may wish to consult your financial advisor prior to making a gifi:.

For more information, contact:
John R. Hipps
Executive Director of Development
(540) 828-5759
jhipps@bridgewarer.edu
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writing a book about immigrants
from Steinwenden, including their

School for eight years. He continues

DORIS MOYER WHITMORE of

ancestor.

to coach track.

DR. HAROLD E. HUFFMAN of Hinton, Va., retired from a 41-year career

1971

Hinton, Va., was presented the
Rockingham CountyFair Life-time
Achievement Award at the fair's
annual appreciation dinner Oct. 27.
Her involvement began in 1955 as
an extension agent. She supervised
29 home extension clubs and more
than 600 members. She first served
as a Rockingham CountyFair Association board member in 1975,

like to hear from you I Share your

and over the next decade served as

news (career/address changes,

secretary and vice president.Follow-

promotions, awards, marriages,
births, retirements, etc.) by posting

ing retirement in 1986, she served
two years as president.

to our online community at
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CHARLES KURTZ of Staunton,
Va., was inducted in September as

For questions or to mail
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of Alumni Relations, Box 40,
Bridgewater College, Bridgewater,
VA 22812-1599. Tel. 540-828-5451
E-mail: alumnews@bridgewater.edu
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mailing address, phone and e-mail
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a charter member to the Robert E.
Lee Booster Club's Hall ofFame. He

teaching at Patrick County High

as a family physician on Aug. 31, and

ROBERT W. NOCK of Salisbury,

plans on spending more time with

Md., is president of Nock Insurance

the grandchildren. While working at

Agency.

a church hospital in Puerto Rico in
the late 1960s, he learned to speak

1974

Spanish and used it daily in his prac-

MARION "BO" TRUMBO of

tice. He says his patients became

Covington, Va., was selected by the

friends and his staff like family. His

Virginia Department of Education

plans for the office - turn it into a

to serve on the 2010 Standards of

home for him and his wife, Barbara,

Learning Item and Test Review Com-

who have been living in a mobile

mittee for World History.

home since their daughter's family

1975

moved into their house.

SHARON LAWRENCE KLINE and

SHARON A. WILL of Baltimore, is

her husband, John, have bought a

in her 36th year of teaching physical

house in Bridgewater, Va. that they

education. She currently teaches at

are renovating.

The Maryland School for the Blind.
blind students like shooting in bas-

Sharon writes, "Believe it or not, our

but was also a gifted athlete, starring

1964

in football and baseball. He is a

SUSAN MILLER HALL (see July

member of Bridgewater's Athletic

Miller Allen, '62).

her church.

Hall ofFame.

1965

1978

served 20 years as school principal,

1959

BRYDON M. DEWITT of Rich-

ketball:' She also serves as an elder at

W. KEITH BROWER of Lovettsville,
Va., has been named Loudoun

Wrestling With Angels, that may be

The
Nonprofit Development Companion:
A Workbook for Fundraising Success

downloaded free of charge from

published by Wiley and released on

June 1, he had served as the interim

www.wrestlingwithangels.com.

Oct. 11. He is president of DeWitt

chief. He has more than 25 years

1962

& Associates Inc. and has been a

of service to the Loudoun County

development professional for more

Department ofFire, Rescue and

DR. MARJORIE HARE COPPOCK
of San Antonio, has written a book,

JUDY MILLER ALLEN and her
sister, SUSAN MILLER HALL, '64,

mond, Va., has written a book,

than 35 years.

traveled to Europe in the fall of 2010

1966

for three weeks touring medieval

PAUL HATCHER of Staunton, Va.,

County chief of fire, rescue and
emergency management. Since

Emergency Management and has
served as fire marshal and deputy
chief since 2004. He also served
as acting head of the department
in 1987 and 1994. He has been a

villages in Italy, Renaissance castles

was inducted in September as a
charter member to the Robert E.

HONORARY ALUMNI

in France and lakes and mountains
in Switzerland. They also attended

Lee Booster Club's Hall ofFame. His

1997

Mary Grace Martin*

a reunion of Judy's co-workers from

875 wins make him the seventh win-

RUSSELL LAUB, a physical educa-

2001

Carolyn C. Driver*

1969-75 in Zweibruecken, Germany.

ningest active public school boys'

tion teacher from Waynesboro, Va.,

2001

Ralph L. Shively

While in Germany, they visited

basketball coach in the nation. He is

received the 2010 Teacher of the

2001

Mary Spitzer Etter*

Steinwenden, the town where their

a member of Bridgewater's Athletic

Year award for the Staunton City

2005

Bonnie Lou Wampler

immigrant ancestor, Johann Michael

Hall ofFame.

2008

Daniel S. Geiser*

*deceased
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Miller, was born in 1692. They also
met historian Roland Paul who is

H. NELSON MCCONNELL of
Stuart, Va., has been retired from

member of the Purcellville Volunteer
Fire Department since 1973.

Schools presented by the Valley Alliance for Education.

1982

the Harrisonburg Police Department.

1995

In September, RODERICK JOHN

Ritchie started as a patrol officer
with HPD in 2003 and was promoted

DR. BRIAN "KEITH" CUBBAGE

SON of Washington, D.C., received

to corporal in 2005. He has been

of Irvington, Va., was promoted to

an award as one of the 50 most

assigned to supervise a squad of

practice director at Riverside White

powerful men in business in the U.S.

officers within the Patrol Division.

Stone Family Practice in March. He

1985

was awarded the degree of Fellow

by the Minority Executive Enterprise
Council. He also was selected to
the Leadership Greater Washington
Class of 2011, a one-year leadership
program.

has completed a one-year assign
ment at the American Embassy in
Kabul, Afghanistan. (See article on

executive director of Staunton (Va.)

page 14)

tion.

Practice at its annual convention in

DOUGLAS ALLISON of Vienna, Va.,

JULIE MARKOWITZ serves as
Downtown Development Associa

by the American Academy of Family

MOLLY METZGER EDELEN and
the Rev. Warren Frederick were mar

Denver in October.
Alan Sweet

1991
ALAN SWEET of Stuarts Draft, Va.,
has been promoted to president
and CEO of Frontier Community

AMANDA CURRY GRAZIANO and
John have a new son, Wilson, born
July 9. The family, which includes
another son, Jack, lives in Richmond,
Va.

AIMEE WILSON and Charles Stein

ried Aug. 29, 2009. The couple lives

Bank. Joining the bank during its

in Worcester, Mass.

organization in 2007, he served as

1990

executive vice president and chief

lives in Wooster, Ohio.

lending officer from its inception. He

KELLY WESTBROOK
BURKHOLDER of Harrisonburg, Va.,

holds degrees from Virginia Bankers

1996

is a private financial adviser for BB&T.

CHRISTAL M. HAMMONS
YOWELL of Broadway, Va., was
recognized as the Top Fundraising
Professional for the National Capital
Area and Virginia Division at the

Association School of Bank Manage

GREG EDWARDS (see Dr. Emily

ment and the American Bankers

Shonk Edwards, '97).

Association Graduate School of
Banking. He serves on the board of
directors for the Boys and Girls Club
of Waynesboro and Staunton and
the Blue Ridge Community College
Foundation.

Philip R "Pete" Ritchie Jr.

Salvation Army's Development Con

1984

has been employed as the director

1993

PHILIP R. "PETE" RITCHIE JR., of

of development and media relations

TIMOTHY RINKER and Candice

Timberville, Va., was recently pro

by the local Harrisonburg Corps. for

have a son, Simon Jacob, born

moted to the rank of sergeant with

the past four years.

Nov. 26, 2009. The family lives in

ference in Atlanta in October. She

were married May 22. The couple

Culpeper, Va.

JOEL G. PUGH and Misty have a
daughter, Sydney Reese, born May
12. The family, which also includes
two sons, lives in Marion, Va.

1997
JEREMY BAUSERMAN of Bartow,
W.Va., ran as the Republican
nominee for the West Virginia State
Senate in District 15, losing 43
percent to 57 percent to Senate

Class of 1975

ROW 1: Nancy Hopkins-Garriss, Beverly
Thompson Armbruster, Sharon Will, Diane Sackett
Fike ROW 2: Rebecca Phillippe Hamill, Tanya
Nitterhouse, Carol Walbridge Goss, Cynthia Fike
Fyne, Ann Miller Andrus, Jean Ohler Clark ROW 3:
Robert New/en, Monty Mathias, Bob Armbruster,
Scott Duffey, Ron Simms ROW 4: Randy Fullerton,
David Smith, Robert Trout, Sam Hartman ROW 5:
Larry Johnson, Phil Flory, Allen Schwender, Glenn
Huffman

BRIDGEWATER
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Class Notes
Finance Chairman Walt Helmick.

area. He joined the WVDA in June

includes a daughter, Autumn Alexys,

were married June 5. Heidi is an

Jeremy thanks Dr. Jeffrey Pierson

1998 as a microbiologist.

lives in Monterey, Va.

optometrist in Warrenton, Va. The

for his public speaking and debate

LARA ROSIER and Bill Bissett were

couple lives in Fairfax, Va.

classes. He adds that the debates
were the highlight of his campaign.
Jeremy works as a front desk clerk
for Mountain Lodge Association at
Snowshoe, W.Va.

married Aug. 28. The couple lives

2001

in Lexington, Ky. Lara is director of

CHASE A. CLARK of Roanoke,

development for Habitat for Human

Va., has been named senior credit

25. Richard is the principal software

ity of Madison and Clark counties.

analyst at Cornerstone Bank N.A.

developer in Reston, Va., for LMN
Solutions, a technology consulting
firm. The couple lives in Reston.

Previously, Lara was employed for 10

In this position, he will serve as a

DR. EMILY SHONK EDWARDS

years by the West Virginia Supreme

senior member of the lending staff

accepted a position as family physi

Court of Appeals as a staff attorney/

and provide analysis and evaluation

cian at Blue Ridge Medical Center in

writ clerk.

Arrington, Va. Previously, she was a
family medicine resident at Carilion
Family Medicine Residency She, her
husband, GREG, '96, and son, Levi,
have moved to Nellysford, Va., where
Greg is continuing his work as a data
analyst with Wellpoint Inc.

BARBARA EYE and Haiyin Hua
have a son, Jonah Ren Jie, born May
3, 2009. The family lives in Roanoke,
Va.

LARA WARCHOLAK WARREN and

includes another son, Brady, lives in

Noble, born Oct. 7, 2009. The family,

Bristow, Va.

which includes two other sons, Ryan

1999

and Brody, lives in Hampstead, Md.

COURTNEY HOLT PEDIGO
cakes, in Harrisonburg in December.
In addition to about 20 varieties of

JOSHUA HARDY of Moorefield,

of all aspects of commercial loan

WAYNE R. and STACEY CHANEY
HYDORN have a son, Greyson

opened a shop, Cocolicious Cup

cupcakes, she sells Trager Brothers

W.Va., has been promoted to as

Coffee - an organic microroaster in

sistant director of environmental

Nelson County. She spent the last

laboratories at the West Virginia

11 years working in the cell phone

Department of Agriculture's Moore

business, most recently managing a

field Regional Agricultural Complex,
effective Sept. 15. He will manage

andra M. Abboud were married Sept.

applications.

born April 12. The family, which

Jamie have a son, Cooper James,

RICHARD F. MILLER JR. and Alex

In May Stacey went on a medical
mission trip to Haiti with University of Maryland Medical Systems
(UMMS). A registered nurse, she
spent nine days in Haiti. She writes
"It was a once in a lifetime experi
ence, and it was amazing to be able
to help so many wonderful people

Chris M. O'Neill

CHRIS M. O'NEILL of Harrisonburg,

in such a short amount of time:'

Va., was recently promoted to the

Sprint store.

2002

rank of investigator with the Har

all the environmental laboratories

2000

LINETTA ALLEY BALLEW and
JOEL E. BALLEW, '03, have a son,

is currently undergoing training that

at the Moorefield facility and have

LAURA GUTSHALL WARNER and

responsibility for the emergency
response equipment staged in the

Anthony have a son, Levi Douglas,
born July 12. The family, which

HOMECOMING I OCTOBER 9, 2010

Class of 1980

ROW 1: Patti Hening Wood, Jean Willi, Carolyn
Phillips Erbaugh, Carolyn Haag ROW 2: Terri
Gladwell Miller, Janice Morris Corbin, Rebecca
Long Jackson, Carla Culley, Dwynn Moyers Stovall
ROW 3: Kathy Jensen Hamilton, Teresa Loda Toth,
Cathy Slusher, Sigrid Grotos Vollmecke, Debra
Deane, Renee Carpenter Warren ROW 4: Bob
Brockman, Tony Davenport, Robert Wolfe, Dave
Hepner, Carol Garrison Von r1erbulis, Michael
Warren ROW 5: Richard Beech, Luke Wolfe, Robert
"Buck" Upshaw, Charles Simpkins, Andy Miller
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risonburg Police Department. O'Neill
will equip him to examine electron

Julian Earl, born Aug. 6. The family

ics, such as computers and cell

lives in Weyers Cave, Va.

phones, as part of investigations.

DR. HEIDI FIKE and Eric Calladine

MATT STEVENS and Leslie have

their first child, Bradley Robert, born

teacher at Holly Springs High School

May 1. Matt is assistant principal and

in North Carolina.

athletic director atRiverheads High
School. The family lives in Bridge

2004

water, Va.

SARAH WYANT and Todd Mitchell

SHANNA ARMENTROUT BILL
HIMER and Brandon have a son,

II were married July 4. The couple

Cooper Scott, born Sept. 18. The

lives in Baltimore.

family lives in Broadway, Va.

2003

JON BOLLER and Kate have a
daughter, Cadence Annmarie, born

JOEL E. BALLEW (see Linetta Alley

July 31. The family lives in Walkers

Ballew, '02)

ville, Md.

DENISE GOODE HOFFMAN of

SARA CASSENS HUFFMAN and

Staunton, Va , was inducted into the

Addy Alberto Alago were married

Riverheads High SchoolRed Pride

Sept. 4. Sara is the resident services

Hall of Fame in September. She

coordinator at BridgewaterRetire

Sarah Jean Shipe and Dickie L. Gibson

excelled in volleyball and softball,

ment Community. The couple lives

KATHRYN TICE ofRaleigh,

Josh have a daughter, Maggy Ray,

but softball was her forte. She was

in Bridgewater, Va.

N.C., earned a master's degree in

born April 17. The family lives in

WESTON KENSINGER of Palmyra,

physiology from Georgia Southern

Bridgewater, Va.

University in May 2008. She is pursu

BRIAN and JESSICA VILELLA
FIKE, '08, have a daughter, Ally

twice all-district and all-region at
two different positions. At BC, she
set 10 different school records.

Pa., completed his Ph.D. in health
and human performance with a

ing a Ph.D. in physiology from North
Carolina State University.

JUSTIN R. and HEIDI YAZDANI
KAUFFMAN have a son, Grayson

focus in health education from

Asher, born May 20. The family lives

He is an alcohol and energy drink

in Owings Mills, Md.

researcher.

TIM BECKWITH of Lebanon, Pa.,

In August, KATIE HARDING

2005

was named an outreach coordinator

LAM graduated with honors from

Oklahoma State University in July.

Meredith College earning a master's

SARAH JEAN SHIPE and Dickie L.

degree in elementary education.

Gibson were married Sept. 18. Sarah

In April, she was inducted into the

works for Farm Credit in Harrison

Kappa Delta Pi education honor

burg, Va. The couple lives in Port

society for academic excellence. She

Republic, Va.

is a family and consumer science

2006

for Springettsbury Township-based
Commuter Services of Pennsylva
nia. Previously, he was director of

Madison, born Dec. 11. The family
lives in Waynesboro, Pa.

HOLLIE MARTIN FURR and Clifton
have a son, Jacob Carter, born Oct.
20. Daniel Martin, '80, is the proud
grandpa. The Furrs live in Bridgewa
ter, Va.

marketing and community relations

JAMES M. KREIDER of Lititz, Pa ,

for the YorkRevolution minor league

has been promoted to director of in

baseba11 team.

stallation and construction services

MEGAN STUDWELL BYLER and

at LandStudies Inc. He joined Land-

I :

' •

I I

Class of 1985

ROW 1: Dana Strickler, Cathy Clark D'Auria,
John Crane, Hannah Luiggi-Santiago, April Rife,
Susan Perdue Duff, Taunya Dudley Powell, Robin
McC/enny Ayers ROW 2: Teresa Minnich Broyles,
Laura l<aylor, Sarah Foster Marbert, Doug Allison,
William Sutton, Steve Slaubaugh, Wendy Ander
son Bryant ROW 3: Sherrie I<. Wampler, Ma,y
Reid Gibson, Warren Lambert, Tom Sutton, June
McConnell Sutton, Sarah Rader McClure ROW
4: Dave Minnich, Brian Marbert, Greg Broyles,
Michael Palmer, Rick Tinsley, Robert Bates, Sean
O'Connell, Isaac Rodgers
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Class Notes
Studies in 2006 as an environmental

'08, were married Oct. 2. The couple

couple lives in Gainesville, Va. with

JILL A. WATTAI is a contract

scientist.

lives in Roanoke, Va.

their dog, Tango.

administrator for Electronic Systems

Navy Seaman AMANDA L. SYD-

MARTIN WINDSOR HOWARD

MELVIN A. QUEEN Ill of Chesa-

NOR completed U.S. Navy basic

JR. and Cady Elizabeth Sturk were

peake, Va., is a technical support

MICAELA WEAVER is pursuing a

training at RecruitTraining Command,

married May 1. Martin is a route

specialist Ill for Chesapeake Public

degree at the West Virginia School of

Great Lakes, Ill. During the eight-week

sales representative for UniFirst in

Schools. He also is head girls' track

Osteopathic Medicine in Lewisburg,

program, she completed classroom

Richmond, Va. The couple lives in

and field coach at Hickory High

W.Va.

study and practical instruction on

Quinton, Va.

School and assistant football coach

MARISSA BAKER KEAGY and

at Grassfield High School.

2010

Bryan have a daughter, Jadyn Brynn,

ERICA ROTH (see Justin Hayth, '07).

MICHELLE CERNOCH is a house

naval customs, first aid, firefighting, water safety and survival, and
shipboard and aircraft safety.

born Nov. 16. The family lives in

ZACH WIMMER has been promoted to head athletic trainer at Ferrum
College. He earned his master's in
health promotion and sports medicine from Virginia Tech and joined
the Ferrum staff in 2008 as assistant
athletic trainer. He lives in Roanoke,
Va., with his wife, Bridgett.

2007
ELIZABETH ANN BIBB and Aaron
Martens were married April 12, 2008.
Their son, Charles Nathaniel "Charlie;'
was born Oct. 30, 2009. The family
lives in Harrisonburg, Va.

ASHLEY HUFFMAN and Joshua
Dove were married July 10. The
couple lives in Fishersville, Va.

JOHN GRANOFSKY has completed
a five-week U.S. tour with his band
Shapiro.

JUSTIN HAYTH and ERICA ROTH,

Bridgewater, Va.

KATHLEEN HERR LOVELL of

Wiggins & Co. He specializes in audit

ROBYN ASHLEY HAWKINS (see

and tax engagements for both for-

John Curtis Harris, '09).

University in December. She also

profit and not-for-profit businesses.

received an Outstanding Clinical

2009

SEGAR JORDAN is head girl's

Performance Award.

basketball coach at Amherst County
High School. He also teaches gov-

JOHN CURTIS HARRIS and
ROBYN ASHLEY HAWKINS, '10,

ernment and minority studies.

library science degree from Clarion

were married June 19. John is em-

Correction:

University of Pennsylvania on Aug.

ployed at Lowe's in Staunton, Va. and

In the last magazine it was reported

12.

Robyn works for Kid's Harbor Pre-

that the Rev. ROBERT ALLEY was

2008

school and Daycare in Harrisonburg,

a member of the Class of 1959. He

Va. The couple lives in Staunton.

graduated in 1969. In addition, he

DANIELLE EUBANK and Christo-

ROBERT BRANDON LEE and
AMANDA LYNNE NELLING were

as published.

MARCI FERGUSON MYERS of
Bedford, Va., earned a master of

pherTolley were married Oct. 2. The
couple lives in Goshen, Va.

JESSICA VILELLA FIKE (see Brian
Fike, '06)

CAITLIN GORDON and Chris
Pruden were married Nov. 6. The

Waddill, Nina Chew Anderson, Ximena Meza
Fidalgo, Suzanne Schall Bowdle ROW 2: Kathleen
Roberts Toothman, Jennie Sharon Scanlon, Karen
Bowerman O'Brien, Missy Saunders Lankford
Ashley "Sassy" Funkhouser Harpine ROW 3: Cristal
Hamons Yowell, Kajsa Svarfvar-Nicholas, Kevin
Helmick, Nicholas Sherman, Jeremy Sullivan

ROW 4: Mark "Brad" Humphrey, Frank Newton,
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the Richmond, Va. office of Mitchell,

Ireland, serving with Brethren Volunteer Service.

physical therapy degree from Elon

Class of 1990

30

promoted to senior accountant in

assistant at l'Arche Cork in Cork,

Gibsonville, N.C., earned a doctor of

ROW 1: Lydia Ziegler Cornejo, Kelly Carden

Leigh Anne Willett Langston

STEVEN B. SAWYER has been

Inc. in Virginia Beach, Va.

married June 27, 2009. Brandon is
an accountant with Brown Edwards
and Company LLP and Amanda is
pursuing a master's degree in social
work through Radford University.
The couple lives in Roanoke, Va.

retired in April 2009 instead of 2010

Memorials
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Class of 1995

DR. HOLLEN G. HELBERT, '34, of

ROW 1: Marla Huffman Lively, Cami Aleshevich
Burton, Tracy Lane Suter, Pamela Damron
McC/oud ROW 2: Tara Myers Riddle, Melvin
Williams, Stephanie Gardner Nelson

Tenth Legion, Va., died Nov. 16, at
the age of 96. He earned his medical
doctor degree from the University
of Virginia School of Medicine. He
served as a medical officer in the
U.S Army during World War II in the
Pacific. After the war, he practiced
medicine at C&O Hospital in Clifton
Forge, Va., and in the Harrisonburg
(Va.) area for over 40 years. He
worked with Rockingham Memo
rial Hospital, the Boy Scouts of
America, the Housing Authority,
the Harrisonburg/Rockingham Free
Clinic and the Draft Board. He was a
member of the First Church of the
Brethren, where he served in various
capacities and taught Sunday school
for many years. Among his survivors
are two sons, Paul Helbert, '66, of
Tenth Legion, and Rodney Helbert,
'74, of Massanetta Springs, Va., and a
daughter, Diane Helbert Belman, '68,
of Whittier, Calif

ROW 1: Sarah Schuh Scott, Karen Hollinger Croushorn, Jennifer Wampler Lam, Janice R. Phillips, Melanie Humphreys Bair, Jennifer
Smith Burger ROW 2: LaVaun Stroop Janney, Karen Backus, Keri Danton Johnston, Lauren Smith Herz, Chris Zepp, Barbara Brigham
Mowery ROW 3: 0. Andrew Sikes, Wilbert Coleman Jr., Chris Obenshain, Dot Ramser Samsi, Luke Croushorn ROW 4: Jennifer Hogs
head Lawhorn, Aimee Lehman Rosser, Chris Rosser, G. Mac Bair, Stacy Miller Myers, Chris Neil

ANNA MYERS HARMAN, '35, of
Harman, W.Va., died Oct. 11, at the
age of 95. She taught in the Virginia
public school system for several
years and was a teacher at Harman
High School for nearly 30 years.
She was a member of the Harman
Church of the Brethren and often
served as a delegate to the Annual
Conference. She served as president
of the BC Alumni Association in
1978-79. She served a term on the
Randolph County Board of Educa
tion. In retirement, she traveled to
Europe, the Middle East and South
America. Among her survivors are
two sons, Dr. John S. Harman, '57, of
Burlington, N.C., and Dr. Richard S.
Harman, '64, of Virginia Beach, Va.;
two daughters, Karen Harman Ew
ing, '68, of McHenry, Md., and Judy
Harman, '73, of Harman, W.Va.; and

ROW 1: Lucille Porter Shoop, Karen Altice Stutzman, Crystal Dettweiler Piper, Kate Blackman Hollenberg, Meredith Cox, Allyson Calk
Herschel, Laila Bohhur ROW 2: Koren Moore Garrison, Lesley Long Brady, Samantha Saville Holl, Beth Eller Sutton, Sarah Coffey Pruett,
Amanda Fagan Wilson, Kevin G. Carini, Ashleigh Kingery Kester, Deirdra Tate Jones, Nicole Stevens, Jared Chalk ROW 3: Kathleen Beers,
Holly Thomasson, Jessica Mayhew Valdez, Leigh Ann Roberts, Whitney Osborne, Nicole "Nikki" McDermott, Katherine Brinkley, Katie
Spacek Barnes ROW 4: Greg Shoop, Doug Balmer, Justin Traxler, Teresa Lewis Story, "Kat" Cooper, Lindsay Kohler, Bobby Moore, Kristin
Young ROW 5: Fabrice Fine!, Jonathan Emmons, Justin Pruett, Annika Broyles, Stuart Story, Jarod Brown, Zachary Brandon, Abbey
Chadwell Blankinship, Caroline Gust Puvok

Class of 2000

Class of 2005

BRIDGEWATER
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Memorials
one sister, Dorothy Myers Stafford,

Genevieve Harsh Dixon, '39, of

'33, of Bridgewater, Va.

Bridgewater, Va.

RICHARD W. BOWMAN, '36, of

DR. RICHARD Q. PENICK, '44, of

Bethesda, Md., died Aug. 28, at the

Jensen Beach, Fla., died July 16, at

age of 94.

the age of 89. He did his medical

PATSY ARMENTROUT GLICK, '36,

residency in Richmond, Va. Along

of Lexington, Va., died Sept. 10, at
the age of 96. She taught for three
years atWarm Springs and 25 years
in Rockbridge County at Effinger
Elementary School, where she
retired in 1976.

SARA HARTMAN PARKER, '36, of
Romney,W.Va., died July 23. Accord
ing to her daughter, she attended
Daleville Academy and remembered

tice in Jensen Beach that lasted 30
years. He established the area's first
ambulance service and spearheaded
one of the first successful polio vac
cination programs in Florida. He was
chief of staff and board member at
Martin Memorial Hospital, where he
was on staff for nearly 30 years. He
participated in a variety of church,

Harrisonburg, Va., died Oct. 8, at the

music, sang tenor and played the

age of 92.

organ, the dulcimer and the banjo.

Seminary and an M.S. degree from
Northwestern University. He and his
first wife, Jessie Mae Conner, lived in
Chicago, where he was administra
tor of Bethany Brethren Hospital for
many years. He and his second wife,
the late Leona Row Eller, moved to

served twice on the national stand

stations across the U.S. In past years,

ing committee for the Church of

he volunteered with the Arlington

the Brethren Annual Conference. He

Philharmonic Orchestra.

served as chairman of the Shenan

Talbott, Tenn., died June 19.

FLORENA EVANS DULING, '40, of

degree from Bethany Theological

ville, Free Union andWaynesboro. He

tered nurse, they built a family prac

on numerous boards. He loved

of 94. He earned a master of divinity

tions. He was an independent
consulting engineer for tuning radio

RICHARD L. REYNOLDS, '5 1, of

school and civic activities and served

Sebring, Fla., died Oct. 22, at the age

in Floyd County, Dayton, Charlottes

with his wife, Thelma (Tellie), a regis

that time of her life fondly.

THE REV. JOHN C. ELLER, '41, of

in its Gilbert and Sullivan produc

In retirement, he competed in the
Senior Olympics for many years,
winning numerous medals in every
thing from badminton to swimming.
An avid walker, he was instrumental

MAX GILBERT HOTTLE, '53, of
Bridgewater, Va., died Nov. 9, at the
age of 82. He served in the U.S. Army

doah District Board, chairman of
the District Ministry Commission
and on the nominating committee.
For many years he served as camp
leader at Camp Bethel near Fincastle,
Va., and at BrethrenWoods near

from October 1946 to September

Keezletown, Va. He is survived by his

1949 and was awarded theWorld

wife of 55 years, Peggy.

War II Victory medal and Army of
Occupation medal. He was a truck
driver at Rockingham Petroleum for
15 years. He also worked at Smith
Transfer for two years, Mason Dixon
for 16 years, and worked part time
at Farm Bureau in Bridgewater and
Harrisonburg.

EDWIN RAY MARTIN, '56, of Cal
lands, Va., died March 31.

DR. THOMAS E. BURKE SR., '59,

GARY W. RINER, '64, of Richmond,
Va. and formerly of Harrisonburg,
Va., died Oct. 18, at the age of 68.
He earned a master's degree from
the University of Virginia and taught
mathematics atTurner Ashby High
School in Bridgewater, Va , for 1O
years. In 1974, he joined the faculty
of Harrisonburg High School and lat
er became head of the mathematics
department. He retired in 1998 after

of Strasburg, Va , died Sept. 14, at

24 years of teaching. Throughout

in creating a fitness trail at Langford

the age of 80. He graduated from

his career, he also taught classes at

Park in Jensen Beach. He is survived

the Medical College of Virginia as a

Bridgewater College, James Madison

by his wife of 61 years, Thelma. Also

doctor of dental surgery and had a

University and Blue Ridge Com

among his survivors is a son, Terry

private dental practice in Strasburg

munity College. He was recognized

Penick, '72, ofWeaversville, N.C., and

for 40 years. He was a member of

numerous times for his excellence in

a brother, John (Jack) Penick, '48, of

numerous professional and civic

teaching, including being honored

Charlotte, N.C.

organizations. He served in the U.S.

by JMU as Teacher of the Year, and

in Sebring. Among his survivors is a

CHARLES H. SMITH, '44, of North

Air Force from 1951 to 1955 and

winning a national distinguished

brother, the Rev. Raymon E. Eller, '36,

Arlington, Va., died Nov 22, at the

and a sister, Edna Eller Snavely, '30,
both of North Manchester, Ind.

The Palms Retirement Community

ELLEN HARSH WHEELER, '43, of
New Philadelphia, Ohio, died Aug.
23, on her 90th birthday. She was
a teacher who retired from the IV
North Elementary School. She had
also taught at Strasburg Elementary,
Crestview Schools in Ashland and
theWilliam Donley School System
in East Lansing, Mich. She was
a member of New Philadelphia
Church of the Brethren and attended
Jerusalem Church. She is survived
by her husband of 66 years,Wayne.
Also among her survivors is a sister,
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attained the rank of staff sergeant.

teaching award presented at the

age of 87. He worked in New York

He was a member of Saint John

White House. He also was runner-up

City, Baltimore andWashington, D.C.

the Baptist Roman Catholic Church,

for the VirginiaTeacher of the Year

He was involved in classical theater

where he served as usher for 15

award. Among his survivors is a son,

years. He is survived by his wife,

JohnWilliam Riner, '97, of Harrison

was also active in the Arena Stage

Ruth.

burg.

in D.C. Drafted into the U.S. Army,

THE REV. EARL W. "NICKY"
HAMMER, '60, of Bridgewater,

of Bridgewater, Va., died April 2,

and also acted off-Broadway. He

he was stationed at Camp Carlson
in Colorado and Fort Monmouth in

MARTHA WERNDLI HOUTS, '67,

Va., died Dec. 16, at the age of 79.

at the age of 80. She was a retired

New Jersey. Following his service, he

He served in the U.S. Navy during

elementary school teacher in the

returned toWashington and worked

the Korean Confiict. A graduate of

Rockingham County Public Schools.

with amateur radio EAN as an engi

Bethany Theological Seminary, he

She is survived by her husband,

neer. He helped buildWGMS radio

was licensed by the Church of the

Robert, associate professor of

station, where he also was an an

Brethren to the ministry in June

nouncer. He was active in the New

1956 and was ordained in May 1963.

College. Also among her survivors

York Avenue Presbyterian Church

He spent 33 years in full-time min

is a son, Keith Robert Houts, '75, of

choir for many years and performed

istry serving Virginia congregations

Harrisonburg, Va., and a daughter,

Spanish, emeritus, at Bridgewater

DR. DAVID G. METZLER, professor of philosophy and religion, emeritus, died Jan. 2,
at his home in Bridgewater, Va. He was 80.

Metzler was born June 23, 1930, in Chicago, the son of the late Burton and Alma Stump
Metzler of McPherson, Kan.

He was an ordained minister of the Church of the Brethren and a professor at Bridgewa
ter College from 1958 to 1962 and from 1966 to 1995. He taught at the University of Jos
in Nigeria from 1981 to 1983 and served as head of the Department of Religious Studies
for the university during that time. He served as an interim and guest pastor in numer
ous Brethren churches throughout the Shenandoah Valley.

Metzler earned a B.A. degree from McPherson College, McPherson, Kan., a master's
degree from Bethany Theological Seminary, a master's degree in New Testament from
Harvard Divinity School and a Ph.D. in theology from Boston University. He also pursued overseas studies at the Ecumenical
Study Center in Geneva, Switzerland and the Ecumenical Institute at Tantur, Jerusalem, Israel.
His deep convictions on the importance of peacemaking led him to be active in reconciliation work both locally and
abroad. He was a member of the Inter-church Relations Committee of the Church of the Brethren and a member of the
Ecumenical Task Force on Christian-Muslim Relations for the National Council of Churches. In January 2003, immediately
prior to the second Gulf War, Metzler spent a month in and around Baghdad as a member of a Christian Peacemaker Team.

Metzler is survived by his wife of 59 years, Doris. Also among his survivors are three sons, Dr. Daniel Metzler, 75, of Dayton,
Va., Steve Metzler, 77, of Clayton, N.C., and D. Burton Metzler, '81, of Bridgewater, Va., and a daughter, Suzanne Metzler
Peterson, '87, of Bridgewater.

DR. JOHN R. DESOTEL, former assistant professor of music from August 2001 to June 2006, died Jan. 6, following a brief

illness. He was 42.

He received a B.A. from Luther College at Decorah, Iowa, his M.M. from Southwestern Oklahoma State University at Weath
erford, Okla., and his Ph.D. in music education from The Florida State University at Tallahassee.

He taught in Minnesota, Oklahoma, Iowa, Florida and Virginia. He could be found often with his trombone, baton, drum
sticks or fishing pole in hand.
He is survived by his wife of 10 years, Aimee, who was an adjunct instructor in music at Bridgewater College.

Rosemary Houts Walkup, 78, of
Mount Crawford, Va.
KENNETH M. SHAFFER JR., '67,

of Elgin, 111., died Oct. 23, at the age
of 64. He earned a master of divinity
degree from Bethany Theological
Seminary (BTS) and a master of
library science degree from Northern
Illinois University. He served as
director of the Brethren Historical
Library and Archives at the Church
of the Brethren General Offices in
Elgin since Jan. 1989. From 1972-88
he worked at BTS, where his posi
tions included bookstore manager,
acquisitions librarian, administrative
assistant to the Doctor of Ministry

program and library director. He
served as a book review editor for
the journal Brethren Life and Thought
from 1986-99. From 1987-89 he was
editor of A Guide for Biblical Studies,
the Brethren Press Bible study cur
riculum for adults. He also wrote
numerous articles for Messenger
magazine. He was an ordained min
ister and early in his career filled two
summer pastorates. Most recently,
he was active in Highland Avenue
Church of the Brethren. Among his
survivors is a sister, D. Jean Shaffer,
72, of Denton, Ill.
GAIL BANKES GERRINGER, '71,

of Myrtle Beach, S.C., died Aug. 15,

at the age of 61. Before moving to
Myrtle Beach, she was a restaurateur
in Reidsville, N.C., where she owned
Harry's Cafe, Farmers Table and the
Country Dining Room in Eden, N.C.
She owned and operated Harry's
Corner in Myrtle Beach for many
years. In 2007, she and her husband,
Gary, opened Harry's Beachside Cafe
at Water Edge Resort in Garden City,
S.C.
She enjoyed cruises, investing in real
estate and meeting new people. She
was active in the Citizen Police Acad
emy and was a strong supporter
of the Humane Society. She was a
member of the First United Method-

ist Church of Myrtle Beach.
REBECCA BROWN HILLEGASS,
'74, of Villas, N.J., died Oct. 3, at the

age of 58. She was a residential aide
with the ARC of Cape May County.
DAWN MCINTYRE FLORY, '75, of

Bridgewater, Va., died Sept. 17, at the
age of 57. She taught at John Way
land Elementary School and was a
member of the Bridgewater Church
of the Brethren. She is survived by
her husband, Philip, 75. Also among
her survivors are a son, Seth Flory,
'06; a daughter, Courtney Flory, a BC
senior; and a sister, Teresa McIntyre
Mack, 71, of New Bern, N.C.
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DONALD GENE MALAN, '81, of

Md., died Aug. 28, due to complica

Sterling, Va., died Oct. 16, after an

tions from injuries sustained in an

professional football leagues, but

eight-month battle with brain can

automobile accident. He was48. Fol

did not play in the National Football

cer. He was 52. A long-time member

lowing graduation from BC, he be

League (NFL)

of Great Falls United Methodist

gan his career in the poultry industry

Church, he was an active leader and

with Perdue, where he held several

coach in the community.

JAYNE OFFENBACKER PUPEK,
'83, of Maidens,Va., died Aug. 30,
from respiratory failure due to com
plications from Werdnig-Hoffman
Disease (muscular dystrophy). She
was48. She earned a master of arts

positions in processing, broiler and
breeder production and hatchery
management and was promoted to
director of primary breeders in April

the age of 26. He was employed at
the Texas Roadhouse where he had
many close friends.

2006. He was an avid golfer and
fisherman and enjoyed traveling.

In the fall 2010 issue of Bridgewater,

Among his survivors is a daughter,

it was noted that DOROTHY LEE

MYERS GODWIN, '56, ofVirginia

Madison University. She worked as

DAVON CRUZ, '03, of Glen Burnie,

Beach,Va., passed away Aug. 5,

a rehabilitation counselor/social

Md., died Jan. 1, following a car

worker for the state ofVirginia

accident. He was 30. He was BC's all

Department of Corrections until her

time leading rusher. In four seasons,

health forced her retirement. She

he ran for 3,986 yards and 36 touch

loved to read and write and is the

downs on 656 carries. He averaged

author of Tomato Girl (Algonquin

6.08 yards per carry, seventh-best in

Books, 2008), and several books of

BC history. He also holds the Eagles'

poetry. Her writing has appeared

single-season rushing record with

in numerous literary journals and

1,678 yards in 2001. He also was

anthologies. She is survived by her

a standout on the track, winning

husband, Edward.

the 100 meters at the 2000 Old

DAVID W. ARDIS, '86, of Snow Hill,

Performance Schedule 2011

she was survived by her sister, JOAN

RAWLEY MYERS MASON, '54, of
Bridgewater,Va.

APRIL 9 Union Bridge Church of the Brethren,

MAR. 26 St. Andrew Catholic Church, Roanoke,

APRIL 10 Hagerstown Church of the Brethren,

Va. 8 p.m.

Roanoke,Va. 10:30 a.m.

MAR. 28 Roanoke Civic Center Auditorium,

r V1 g nia---

J. Dudley Godwin. The memorial
should also have mentioned that

MAR. 25 College Lutheran Church, Salem,Va.

MAR. 27 Peter's Creek Church of the Brethren,

.BRIDGE..WUER
GOLIEGE

and was survived by her husband,

Dominion Athletic Conference meet.

7:30 p.m.

WINTER 2011

JULIEN "JU JU" PIERRE, '06, of
Harrisonburg, Va., died Nov. 23, at

Katherine, a freshman at BC.

degree in psychology from James
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After leaving BC, he played in various

Roanoke,Va. (Beethoven's 9th Symphony
with the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra)
8 p.m.

APRIL 8 Westminster Church of the Brethren,
Westminster, Md. 7:30 p.m.

Union Bridge, Md. 7:30 p.m.

Hagerstown, Md. 11 a.m.

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, Purcellville,
Va.4 p.m.

MAY 1 Bridgewater College, The Carter Center,
Bridgewater, Va. 7:30 p.m.

MAY 15 Bridgewater College Baccalaureate,
Bridgewater,Va. 10 a.m.

-

You can shape thefutur
Brid ewate

Your Bridgewater Fund gift will play an import
future. Support like yours is a catalyst for attrac
and retaining the most accomplished faculty. Y
student's success, by making a gift to the Bridgewat

� www.bridgewater.edu/onlinegi

1952

photo of Bridgewater Col
_
lege grounds staff using a

replaced with the glass-fronted fas=ade that ex
ists now. The white house pictured here, which

Farmall Cub tractor to plow after a snowstorm.

was known as Flory House, contained the col

Cole Hall, with its distinctive columns, can be

lege's business and financial aid offices. At the

seen in the background. The columns and front

extreme right is a student - coacless - fashion

porch were removed in the spring of 1968 and

ing a snowball.

(Photo courtesy of Special Collections, Alexander Mack Memorial Library)
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Save the date!

Experience t�e vibr�cy·ofLondon, the splendor of Russia and a world of culture
in between with BC alumni and friends as they embark on a North Sea-Baltic:
journey in 2012. From mid-May thrnugh Memorial Day w�ekend, tour dir�ctor.
Prof. ·w. Steve Warson will cruise with participants to these and 6thei; highlights:
•
�
.•
•

Two days in London ( including one theater night) .
Stopover tou;s in Copenhagen, Stockholm a:nd Helsinki
.St, Petersburg, Russia and its cathedrals, palaces, fortresses and The Jiermitage ·
· To¥f of Tallinn, Estonia

Included in the tout will be �any meals ( all meals on the cru�se); Lona.on to.ur,
. theater tickets and at least three optional excursions.during the cruise.

Ifyou ,would like to p�rticipate in this trip, conta�t the Office ofAlumni Relation; at

540-828-5451. Fore details or information about this and other upcoming excursi(}Y!s,
.

alUlllni
&friends
event

ffll
BRIDGEWAIBR
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402 EAST COLLEGE STREET
BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA 22812
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